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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This final action is in response to communications filed on 1/23/2007. 

2. Claims 1-5, 7, 10 have been amended, claim 6 has been cancelled, claims 8-9 
have been withdrawn and no new claims have been added. Thus, claims 1-5, 7, 10 are 
pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1 , 3, 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Gold 
(US Patent Application Publication 2002/010171 i). 

For claim 1 , Gold teaches the following limitations: 

A setup support system which supports setup (Fig 7-Fig 8) of a computer (100), 
including installation ([0075] mentions that Fig 5 shows a format of 204, upon which 
OSs are stored. [0084] mentions that 500 is assigned to RAID 1 and 501 is assigned to 
RAID 5. Therefore OSs of 204 are installed on RAID) of an operating system (503) to 
be installed in a plurality of storage mediums (Fig 4) where a RAID configuration 
is to be constructed (Fig 4), comprising: a physical access unit (208) configured 
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to execute physical access to the storage mediums ([0074], [0085]) without 
intervening the operating system (503 is not intervened in normal situation as 
mentioned in [0075]); an interface unit configured to execute input operations for 
configuration setup of the computer, including construction of the RAID 
configuration, at once (Fig 7 shows that system disk is loaded into 701, which is used 
to execute input operations for configuring the setup including construction of RAID 
configuration as shown in 702 and 703); a setting parameter management unit 
configured to store setting parameters representing input setting contents in at 
least one of the storage mediums ([0083] mentions that the system disk is loaded into 
first bay. Thus, the first physical disk stores the system disk that comprises setting 
parameters representing input setting contents) before the construction of the RAID 
configuration by using the physical access unit (step 701 in Fig 7 loads the system 
disk, which is before creating RAID volume); a medium setting unit configured to 
construct the RAID configuration (702, 703) while accessing the setting 
parameters stored in the at least one of the storage mediums ([0083] mentions that 
system disk is replicated itself into a more redundant form in a RAID 1 volume and data 
is copied from RAID 1 to RAID 5) by using the physical access unit; and a setup 
unit configured to execute setup of the computer after the construction of the 
RAID configuration, including generation of disk partition in each of the storage 
mediums where the RAID configuration is constructed ([0083] and [0084] mention 
that RAID 1 and RAID 5 are created first and then data is copied to produce RAID 1 
with partition 500 and RAID 5 with partition 501) and installation of the operating 
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system (OS is completely installed when RAID 1 has partition 500 and RAID 5 has 
partition 501, since 500 comprises the emergency OS and 501 provides data for 500 as 
mentioned in [0066]), while accessing setting parameters stored in the at least one 
of the storage mediums by using the physical access unit (the system disk with 
setting parameters are necessary to generate partition and 208 has the ultimate control 
on RAID management). 

For claim 3, [0091] mentions that the file is created after successful initialization of RAID 
by management module. Therefore, the medium setting unit, which is the part of 
management module, stores status data representing a progress situation of the 
construction of RAID. This file is read out by the physical access unit, which is part of 
management module, when system cannot be booted. 

For claim 10, Gold teaches the following limitations: 

A setup support method of supporting setup (Fig 7-Fig 8) of a computer (100), 
including installation ([0075] mentions that Fig 5 shows a format of 204, upon which 
OSs are stored. [0084] mentions that 500 is assigned to RAID 1 and 501 is assigned to 
RAID 5. Therefore OSs of 204 are installed on RAID) of an operating system (503) to 
be installed in a plurality of storage mediums (Fig 4) where a RIAD construction is 
to be executed (Fig 4), the method comprising: executing input operations for 
configuration setup of the computer, including construction of RAID 
configuration, at once (Fig 7 shows that system disk is loaded into 701, which is used 
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to execute input operations for configuring the setup including construction of RAID 
configuration as shown in 702 and 703); storing setting parameters representing 
input setting contents in at least one of the storage mediums ([0083] mentions that 
the system disk is loaded into first bay. Thus, the first physical disk stores the system 
disk that comprises setting parameters representing input setting contents) before 
construction of the RAID configuration (step 701 in Fig 7 loads the system disk, 
which is before creating RAID volume) without intervening the operating system 
(503 is an emergency OS, which is not used normally); constructing the RAID 
configuration (702, 703) while accessing the setting parameters ([0083] mentions 
that system disk is replicated itself into a more redundant form in a RAID 1 volume and 
data is copied from RAID 1 to RAID 5) without intervening the operating system 
(emergence OS is not intervened when primary OS has control); and executing setup 
of the computer after the construction of the RAID configuration, including 
generation of a disk partition in each of the storage mediums where the RAID 
configuration is constructed ([0083] and [0084] mention that RAID 1 and RAID 5 are 
created first and then data is copied to produce. RAID 1 with partition 500 and RAID 5 
with partition 501) and installation of the operating system (OS is completely 
installed when RAID 1 has partition 500 and RAID 5 has partition 501, since 500 
comprises the emergency OS and 501 provides data for 500 as mentioned in [0066]), 
while accessing the setting parameters without intervening the operating system 
(the system disk with setting parameters are necessary to generate partition and 
emergency OS is not intervened). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 4 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gold (US Patent Application Publication 2002/010171 1). 

0 

For claim 4, Gold does not teach convert setting parameter into a data format under 
management of the OS. However, Fig 10 shows that RAID 5 volume can fail. The 
system can be re-booted to re-create RAID 5. Thus, the emergency OS can be used for 
booting. Then, the setting parameters would be stored in RAID 5 under the 
management of emergency OS, which requires corresponding data format. 

For claim 7, Gold does not teach storing OS in RAID 5. It only stores in RAID 1. If we 
concentrates the configuration of RAID 1 only for the two disks, then it is evident that 
the OS is stored in each of the two disks of RAID 1, where the storage mediums 
comprise the two disks of RAID-1 . 

5. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gold (US 
Patent Application Publication 2002/010171 1), in view of Bonola (US Patent 5913058). 
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Gold does not teach BIOS to access the storage. However, Gold accesses the storage 
as a part of OS installation routine ([0074]). Therefore, it is likely that the initialization is 
part of BIOS. Bonola teaches that BIOS can access storage by invoking int 13h (lines 
55-65 of column 5). One ordinary skill would be motivated to have BIOS program to 
access physical storage as OS is not available at the beginning of booting. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 5 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) 
of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). A 
shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed 
until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened 
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statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension 
fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory 
action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX 
MONTHS from the date of this final action. Any inquiry concerning this communication 
or earlier communications from the examiner should be directed to Fahmida Rahman 
whose telephone number is 571-272-8159. The examiner can normally be reached on 
Monday through Friday 8:30 - 5:30. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Rehana Perveen can be reached on 571-272- 
3676. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or 
Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 
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